
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND ITS 

AFTERMATH (1789-1799)



FRANCE’S FINANCIAL CRISIS

 Seven Years’ War (1756-1763)

 American Revolution (1775-1783)

 Regressive taxation

Nobles & Clergy exempt

 Lower classes pay more

 Louis XVI and Jacques Necker

Necker as Financial Comptroller-General (1777-
1781; 1788-1789)

 The call for an Estates-General (1789)



MEETING OF THE ESTATES-GENERAL (MAY 1789)

 Parts of the Estates-General:

 Clergy

Nobility

 “Third Estate”

 “cahiers de doléances” = grievance lists

 Still some faith in Louis XVI

 Problems of Perception

 Changes in the “Third Estate” from 1614



THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

 From the “Third Estate” to a “National 

Assembly”

 Began drafting a French National Constitution

 Tennis Court Oath (20 June 1789)





THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

 From the “Third Estate” to a “National 

Assembly”

 Began drafting a French National Constitution

 Tennis Court Oath (20 June 1789)

 Louis XVI refuses to recognize the authority of the 

National Assembly – pisses off a lot of people



STORMING THE BASTILLE (14 JULY 1789)

 Why storm the Bastille?

Weapons

 Symbolic gesture

Lafayette and the French Flag

 National Guards



RURAL REVOLUTION

 Peasants did not trust the “Third 

Estate”/National Assembly

 Exaggerated accounts of revolutionary action

 The Great Fear & the Peasant Revolt (July 

1789)

 Response from the National Assembly

 4 August 1789 meeting



WOMEN’S MARCH ON VERSAILLES

 5 October 1789 = 6000 women march to 

Versailles

 Angry about the high cost of bread

 Lafayette tries to calm them down . . .

 BUT, on 6 October, these women storm the 

King’s palace at Versailles

 Louis XVI was forced to return to Paris 



CONSTITUTION OF 1791

 Nobility is abolished and all men are politically 

equal

 Jews, Protestants, and Catholics can all freely 

worship and were granted civil liberties

 Established a constitutional monarchy

 The people were the source of political power, not 

the King



POLITICAL RIGHTS FOR ALL . . . ?

 What about different races?

 1791 = Haitian Revolution

 1794 = slavery outlawed throughout France’s 

colonies

 1802 = slavery                                                                   

re-established in French                                               

colonies

 What about women?

 1792 = divorce legalized

 Religious tolerance?



COUNTER-REVOLUTION

 Push-back from the Clergy

 Angry Pope Pius VI

 Changes in church-state relations

 Civil Constitution of the Clergy (1790) = Priests 

made agents of the state

 Many French Catholics were not happy 

King’s younger brother (living in Turin) began trying 

to incite revolt . . .



THE REVOLUTION TURNS VIOLENT

 Still lots of financial problems

Winter 1791-1792 = food riots

 April 1792 = France declared war on Austria

 Trial and Execution of Louis XVI (September 

1792 & January 1793)

 Abolished the monarchy altogether

 Political Right vs. Political Left

 “Reign of Terror” (1793-1794) & Robespierre



THE END OF THE REVOLUTION . . .

 Creation of the Directory  (1794-1799)

 A “middle path” between Left and Right

 STILL financial problems

War against Austria & Prussia is expensive . . .

 1798 = conscription re-introduced

Met with angry protests

 People are looking for stability . . .


