
WHAT IS 
HISTORY?

A N D  W H Y  S H O U L D  YO U  C A R E ?



DISCOVERING HISTORY
•How do historians discover and create history?

– Sources

– Types of sources?

•Primary vs. Secondary Sources

– Primary Source

• Produced by people/groups directly involved in an event or topic

– Secondary Source

• Produced by people/groups NOT directly involved in an event or topic



IS THIS “HISTORY”?
• https://youtu.be/YsQzt0gLIZc

• https://youtu.be/bhmsCaUt9u4

• https://youtu.be/1lKLgzi6STw

•https://youtu.be/HSozqaVcOU8

• So how are we to make sense of all of these 

“stories”? How do we find “the truth”?

https://youtu.be/YsQzt0gLIZc
https://youtu.be/bhmsCaUt9u4
https://youtu.be/1lKLgzi6STw
https://youtu.be/HSozqaVcOU8


WHY “LATIN AMERICA”?
•What does “Latin America” mean?

•What is included in “Latin America”?









WHY DOES ANY OF THIS MATTER?

•How does this course relate to you today, in August 

2022? Why should anyone care about “Latin America”? 

How does this history impact our contemporary society 

. . .

– Politically

– Economically

– Religiously

– Linguistically?

– Culturally?



SO, AGAIN, WHY DOES THIS ALL 
MATTER?


